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humane regime instituted in the universities by Golovnin helped to bring about a degree of reconciliation. Though the revolutionary tide was at low ebb, it was merely the calm before a storm. The absurdity and crudity of Russian policies in Poland during the aftermath of the rebellion cured many liberal-minded Russians of their nationalistic inhibitions; the zemstvo reform was hardly less disappointing than the emancipation of the serfs; and although the voices of Cherny-shevsky and Pisarev were no longer heard, their writings, as well as those of other Russian and European radical thinkers, were avidly read and discussed at informal gatherings that became the custom among university students.
Not all of these debating circles were academic and politically unobjectionable. The so-called Nicholas Ishutin group, which had met in Moscow since 1863, was impregnated with extreme radicalism, held that "all reforms" were futile, and devised daring, though childish, schemes for social revolution and the overthrow of the government. A member of this group, Dimitry Karakozov, against the advice of his friends, made an attempt on the life of Alexander II. On April 4,
1866,  he fired point-blank at the tsar but missed him by accident. Though the redoubtable Count Michael Muravev, who was entrusted with the investigation of the abortive regicide, failed to discover any trace of the rumored wide-flung conspiracy, he pointedly remarked in his report that the overthrow of the monarchy had adherents in every social group, even among the members of the government. Karakozov was hanged, and thirty-four of his associates suffered lesser penalties. The consequences of his foolish gesture were mass arrests of innocent people, the strengthening of reaction, and the substitution of Dimitry Tolstoy for Golovnin as minister of education. The atmosphere of foreboding and reaction became even more oppressive after the Polish emigre Berezowski attempted to murder Alexander in Paris in May,
1867. In 1869 a new wave of student disturbances swept the universities, partly because of the vexatious regime introduced by Tolstoy and partly because of the general state of unrest accentuated by revolutionary propaganda. Tolstoy endeavored to restore order by decreeing a complex system of penalties which comprised expulsions accompanied by prohibitions to enroll in higher schools for periods of from one to three years or even altogether, except by permission of the central authorities. The director of the police (and later minister of the interior) V. K. von Pleh've rightly held in 1882 that these vicious